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Greetings to Friends:

Amid the whispering pines and tall tulip poplars of Black
Mountain, North Carolina’'s Christmount Assembly, Southern
Appalachian Friends Yearly Meeting and Association (SAYMA)
gathered for its Annual Meeting for business and worship.
Appropriately, beneath the newly green slopes of Glade
Mountain (May 19 to 22) we met under the theme, "From These
Hills I Gather Courage." The quiet, simple setting lent a
spirit of calm te the deliberation of the many difficult
matters brought before Friends.

Our featured sgpeaker, Nancy Whitt, of our Birmingham, Alabama,
Monthly Meeting, echoed our theme in titling her first sharing,
"The Courage to Change (When I Need to) ——— A Spiritual Journey"
and her second "The Courage to Listen --- And to Speak." Namcy
had been challenged by her experience at the Women's Theological
Center in Boston, Massachusetts, where she had spent nine months
(partially financed by SAYMA) with 25 other women from around the
world. In vibrant tones and provocative terms, she, in turn,
challenged all of us to listen to the oppressed and learn from
them. Nancy's willingness to share the women's sometimes frus-
trating attempts to communicate their good will amid feelings of
mistrust and resentment among less privileged women inspired
Friends to explore their own attitudes about and experience of
oppression. TFriends were moved both by Nancy's words and their
own experience of her message.

Worship-sharing meetings also reflected the theme. OCften
emotional witness was given to the inspiration, solace, and
courage we drew from the beauty and strength of the Southern
Appalachians, our home.

Business Meetings were held on three days., A miracle occurred!
Three controversial chapters of our Guide to Qur Faith and OQur

Practice on Simplicity, Sexuality, and Equality were, after

years of discussion, nay even Quakerly dissension, approved.
The Committee had done a highly literate, clear, and sensitive
job. As a result, SAYMA is very near completion of this work,
which will then be published. '



























FWCC PRESENTATIMN
May 21, 1988
= by Kathryn Parke
¥igitor from NYYearly Meeting

I. We are all members of the world family of Friends, and can participate in
the work of the Friends World Committee for Consultatlon in many ways,

All are welcome to attend the Annual Meeting, usually held the third
weekend in March,

All are encouraged to attend the Regional Meetings., Southeastern Region's
meeting this year will be on S5t. Simon Island, GA, October 28-30, I
expect to go, protebly to drive., Could take 1-3 passengers.

w. All contributors receive the quarterly Friends World News, HReading it gives
many insights about Friends elsewhere,

II. Many opportunities exist for significant local action. For example:

Right Sharing of World Resources promotion and committee work. See list of
1988 projects, included with SAYMA KMinutes,

Quaker United Nations Crgenization. Promoie the lnited Nations through local
groups and letters to editore. Attend a seminar, if you can,

Wider Quaker Fellowship - three annual meilings, including a Pendle Hill pamph-
let or similar publication, are sent to lesolated Friends or "friends of
Friends. kany Hon-Quakers value thie contact. Do you know of an approp-
riate person ito recelve a year's eubscription as a gift?

Quaker Youth Pilgrimhges. Identify participants for 1989 and make the
Philadelphia office aware that your Keetlng has an active interest.

Friend to Friend - & new program, linking Meetings in different parts of
the world, or of varying philosophical tendencies., Get your Meeting
interested = or even just one or two other Friends - in exchanging
letters, photographs, opinions about current questions, experiences with
worship and First-Day School, artwork, etc,

III, Speclal news in a recent mailing:

1. The Amniversary Fund: The goal ($750,000) was met, about cne-third in
immediate cash glfts, one-third in pledges and deferred gifts, one-
third in annownced beguests.,

However, concentration on this special fund did result in a shortfal in
usual annual gving. The Philadelphia office must function in an aus-
terity £rame for the rest of the year.

2. The Executive Committee solicits invitations for the Annual leeting,
for any of the next three years. Two ¢riteria are an invitation fmem
a2 local meeting or group of meetings willing to help with local
arrangements, and proximity to a major airport and ready access from
rajor highways, Contact the Phila, office (1506 Race Street, Phila.,
PA 19102) to leam of other criterla.

3. There is a call for input to a study of Cender Equality in the Society
of Friends, This can be essays, tapes, artwork, etc.

IV, Visit the FWCC literature table. Carry free materlals to your home Meeting,
and purchase literature for your Meeting lilrary. Be sure you have a copy
of the annual Calendar of Yearly keetings, whenever you plan to travel,
The more detasiled Directory of Friends Meetings in the Americas is also a
good reference tool to own and carry with you.
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SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT
THE FRIENDS WORLD COMEITTEE FUR CONSULTATICH

Briefly, just what is the FWCC?

It is a consultative (non-authoritarian) network, by which Frlends all over
the world, and of varying philosophical emphasis, keep in touch and help one
another.

How are its members chosen?

Every member of a participating Yearly Meeting (and almost all YM's are par-
ticipants) belongs automatically to the FWCC. GSAYMA members all belong to it.
Each YM also chooses some representatives to help carry on FWCC's business,

How is the FWCC organized?

There are four large sections, with the main HQ in London. We belong to the
Section of the Americas, with an office in Philadelphia. The othex sections
are Europe and the Middle East, Africa, and Asla and the Pacific, There is
a general Executive Committee. And within each Section, there are the nec-
essary sub-committees. In the Section of the Americas, some of the sub-
committees deal with Right Sharing of World Resources, the Quaker lnited
Nations Office, COAL (Comite Organisational de las Amigos Latinamericanos),
Wider Quaker Fellowship {commumication with scattered Friends and friends of -
Friends), Intervisitation, Quakers lnited in Publication, Quaker Aid (to
Friends meetinge needing assistance, such as Cubz YM's need to repair meeting-
houses, and also to local Quaker-sponscored aid projecis, such as Bolivia's
aid to poor farmers needing educaticnal assistanceg, and several other pro-
Jjects.

Is there any practical way I can experience the FWCC, in reality?

Yes indeed. You would be welcome to attend the annual meeting of the FWCC,
generally held the third weekend in March. The last three were held in
Greensboro, NC, Toronto, and Indlanapolis, (Location for 1989 has not yet
been announced. )

In addition, the Section of the Americas has divided into
regions, each of which nsually holds a meeting at a separate time. The
Southeastern region, to which SAYMA belongs, met in Jamaica last year,
Thie year, 1ts meeting will be on St. Simon Island, Gi, October 28-30.
The expected theme will be "Quaker Presence: Where We Are and Where We
Aren’t."

I think I've heard about world meetings. What about then?

The FWCC has sponsored some World Gatherings, at about l2-year intervals,

but the last of these was held in Greensboro in 1964, Since then, it has
seened more practicable to hold Triennial Meetings, attended by chosen
representatives, The last three of these were held in Kenya, Switzerland,

and Mexico, This summer, a Triennial will be held in Japan in August. SAYNA
has protably designated a representative to attend this. Obviously, the cost
of travel needs to be supported, not only for your own representative, but for
many who come from parts of the world which are economically less privileged.

Speaking of expense - how did the 50th Anniversary tirthday glving come out?
Very well, I'm told, though I don't know the details. However, since Friends
were concentrating on the birthday gift, normal day-to-day giving fell short,
and the Phila, office is having to economize more than 1ls comfortable! If
you feel like sending a separate $5 or $10 at this time, it would be most
welcome! The address is 1506 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102.















SAYMA GENERAL FUND BUDGET
July 1, 1988 - June 30, 1989

RECEIPTS

Assessment

Newsletter

Yearly Meeting Registration
Donations

Book Sales

Total Revenue
DISBURSEMENTS

SAYMA OPERATIONAL EXPENSES
Newsletter
Yearly Meeting
Adult Program & Facilities
Young Friends Program
Coordinator
Assistant Coordinator
JYM Program Expenses
Child Care
Delegate Expenses
Representatives Meeting
Delegates to WQRO's
FWCC Trienniel Delegate Fund
Guide to Our Practice Fund
Clerk's Enrichment Fund
Ministry & Nurture Fund
Administration
Miscellaneous

YEARLY MEETING PROJECTS
Spiritual Development Fund
Released Friend Fund
Youth Project

MONTHLY MEETING PROJECTS
Crossville Friends School
Other

WIDER QUAKER ORGANIZATIONS
ACFIA
AFSC
FCNL
FGC
FGC Field Secretary
FHCC
FWCC 3rd World Delegates
New Call to Peacemaking
Quaker House (Fayetteville)

Total Expenditures

NET GAIN OR LOSS

12500.,00
1000.00
700.00
125.00
25.00

14350.00

1700.00
500,00

1200.00
6€00.00
g00.00
150.00

400.00
1800.00
150.00
300.00
100.00
0.00
450,00
50.00

100.00
100.00
1500.00

300.00
300,00

275.00
550.00
550.00
550.00
€00.00
550.00
150.00

50.00
550.00

14325.00

25.00
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State of the Meeting 1988
Chattanooga Friends Meeting

Recent months have seen growth and renewal in the 1ife of
Chattanooga Meeting. Thige followed upon the experience of
losing several faithful participants. I Stuart and Pegay
Bonnington to Clarksville TN; John and FPeggy Everhart to
Cleveland OH (ed.?» 1 Two, Larry and Becky Ingie, went to
London for a five month sojourn to research and begin to
write a biography of George Fox.

Fortunateliy the few of the meeting who stared have been
Joined over the past year by about five new stalwart
participants. The heightened level of responsibiity
falling to the remnant and the newcomers has been an
coccasion of growth for us as individuals and as a meeting.
Development in our sense of spiritual identity as a group
thas grown through our many deep, sensitive discussions of
several fundamental issues, including relationships between
males and females, patriarchy, relations of humans toward
their natural environment, as well as other issues. Our
addressing issues about the environment included the
meeting’e application of its values to gquestions relating
to the natural life on the grounds of the meetinghouse.

One or two from the meeting continue to join with elderty
Friend Mary Thatcher once each month at her nursing home to
hold a brief meeting for worship and share in social time
with her.

We continue to be involved with and give some assistance to
the Cambodian family whom we sponsored in their relocation
to the United States in Chattanocoga [ Song Phath, Kuy Mom,
and their son Vannik (ed.) 1

We have just begun a new practice in relating our meeting
and its children. With only three children in the families
of this meeting, we had not previously been able to
maintain a meaningful program until this new idea emerged.
We have designated the firet Sunday of each month as a
special meeting dar for activities with our children. So
far this ptan has worked well for bringing our few children
to meet and play with the adults.

Severa) months ago we completed our long proacess toward
arriving at a statement on meeting for worship which
meeting approved. This statement represents our meeting’s
view of meeting for worship. A copy¥ is given to each
person when they come to meeting for worship for the first
time.

We hope Friends Meeting of Chattancoga will experience as
much spiritual growth during the year to come as during the
past one.

Bill Reynold, Clerk
21 May 1988










COLUMBIA MONTHLY MEETING
of the Religious Scociety of Friends
SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN YEARLY MEETING AND ASSOCIATION

State of the Meeting
Fifth Month, 1988

The Columbia (S.C.) Monthly Meeting is alive and doing well.
We continue on our plateau of meeting membership, with around
15 members and attenders present at the weekly Meetings for
Worship on First Day at 10 a.m. at the Presbyterian Student
Center, 1702 Greene $t., Columbia, OQur clerk is Monette
Redslob, treasurer Peter Sederberg, recording clerk Ellen
McCracken, newsletter editor Bruce Pearson, and other offices
are held by a number of other important people in our Meeting.

Our Meeting for Worship is unprogrammed. Any children present
leave after 15-20 minutes with a designated adult for First
Day School activities, which vary £rom adult to adult, There
are five children in active attendance. After Meeting for
Worship, we break for % hour or so for refreshments; then most
people stay for a discussion, led by any one of our group or
occasionally an outside person. Monthly Meetings for Business
are usually well attended, also.

This year's budget of expenditures is around $3,500. The
Meeting has over $7,000 in its "building fund," which currently
is in a Calvert Social Investment fund. There have been no
recent active discussions about our plans for this money.

This year, led by Monette Redslob, we have been active in
visiting with our closest Meetings, none of whom belong to SAYMA.
We have visited or been visited by: Horry Co. (S.C.) Worship
Group; Greenwood Co. (S.C.) Quasi-Worship Group (not quite a
worship group); Augusta (GA)} Meeting, and Charleston (5.C.)
Meeting. We have enjoyed visiting very much, and feel much
closer in spirit to these Friends. There have been several
visits back and forth with the Horry Co. Worship Group.

While we have not been involved with any social issue cause this
year as a Meeting, individuals continue to be active in adult
literacy, prison visitation, Amnesty International, the United
Nations, local groups supporting peace and justice, groups
supporting the end of U.S. involvement in Central America, etc.
There is some discussion of trying to bring one or more prominent
Friends to speak to university groups on any of a variety of
subjects this coming school year.

We look forward to the coming year.

et
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NASHVILLE MONTHLY MEETINDG
State of the Meeting Report, May 1988

Nashville Meeting has been pood growing ground this
vyear. We are still struggling with time constraints
in our many young Meeting families, so the corporate
life of our Meeting often suffers, but we have real
respect for each family“s efforts in working on
Meeting responsibilities.

We are noticing an increase in our children’s Joy and
enthusiasm when coming to Meeting First Day Schootl.
The chitdren range in age from babies to the early
‘teens. The adults working with the children eagerly
await the release of the new FGC First Day School
curriculum materials this summer. The older
children’s class has delighted recentliy in a pizza
party where they saw the fiim "Gandhi* and discussed
it afterwards together.

After several years of "just getting by” with the
phrsical condition of our Meetinghouse, we have now
decided that a more attractive setting does matter.

So by yearly meeting ‘88 we will have a real
improvement in the interior of our Meetinghouse.
Through a combinaticon of Meeting members’ volunteer
help and some professional help we are completing some
resurfaced and freshly painted room walls, painted
woodwork, cleaned and varnigshed floors, upgraded
electric wiring, lighting and plumbing. Our morale is
high!

Several of our membsrs are deeply involved in FGC,
FWCC, and Pendie Hil)l, keeping us all aware of our
connections with Friends everywhere and of our
resources for growth.

We have welcomed back Kit and John Potter and their
family to Nashville, where John is now working on a
Ph.D. degree at Vanderbilt. New attenders have joined
up and we Keep in touch with those who have moved away
to other SAYMA monthly meetings as well ae to other
yearly meeting areas.

Our discussion times have reflected some realities we
have needed to talk about together including mlnistry,
racism, homophobia and AIDS, patriarchy and Meeting
communi ty building. We are looking now carefully at
our neede for spiritual growth as well as numerical
prowth. We believe that both are desirable and
possible.

Marian D, Fuson, Cterk
11 April 1968
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